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FROM THE MODERATOR

This month, we look forward to returning to our regular
Circle meetings, to our Presbytery Fall Gathering on
October 1, and to our new Horizons Bible
study, Celebrating Sabbath. 

Author Carol Bechtel’s two presentations on Celebrating
Sabbath were a highlight of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic
Virtual Gathering which took place June 10 and 11.  Over
170 women attended the Gathering, including five from
PWNC.  In his Friday evening talk, the Reverend Jimmie
Hawkins referenced the seven “r’s” of Sabbath,
encouraging listeners to practice ritual, to rest, to receive,
and to re-imagine.  Cindy Corell spoke about her mission work in Haiti – both
inspiring and educating us on the challenges the country faces. One special
part of the business meeting was the way in which women who have joined the
Church Triumphant were remembered and recognized. 

Save the Date for our Fall Gathering. Our Second Vice Moderator, Sue Hyde,
and the Trinity PW are doing an outstanding job preparing for our Fall
Gathering at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Hendersonville, on October
1.  Look for more information in this edition of Joyful Noise and be sure to send
in your registration promptly.

As we move into the third year of pandemic pressure and concern, once again
the Holy Spirit has sent us, with this Horizons Bible Study, a way to rest,
refresh, and restore our spirits as we Celebrate Sabbath. In her introduction
t o Celebrating Sabbath, Carol Bechtel says, "I hope you will not see
(Celebrating Sabbath) simply as a “study.”  It is that, of course, but it is also an
invitation to practice Sabbath in real and practical ways. . . So, try to take
advantage of opportunities to try something new.  Live your way into a new
way of thinking about Sabbath.  You may not always feel like you know what
you’re doing but be patient – understanding will come later with the Holy’s
Spirit’s help!" 

Corise H. Gambrell
Moderator, PW PWNC 

https://www.presbyterywnc.org/ministry/presbyterian-women


FALL GATHERING

Saturday, October 1, 2022

Hear ye! Hear ye! Hear ye!  The Fall Gathering of Presbyterian Women of the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina will celebrate in person as we gather for
the first Fall Gathering since the Covid pandemic descended upon us.  This will
be a time for remembering and learning.  All women of the presbytery are
invited to participate in a common gathering, in workshops, and then LUNCH
together.  Bring a friend and come CELEBRATE!

PRINTABLE REGISTRATION FORM  & DIRECTIONS

FALL GATHERING OFFERING

The Fall Gathering Offering will
benefit the Feed the Kids Coalition,
a 501c3 ecumencial group of
Henderson County congregations
who have been preparing and serving
a hot meal to 200-300 children each
Friday afternoon at the Boys and Girls
Club since 2009. The luncheon
served at the Fall Gathering will be an
example of the meal prepared by
Trinity's team. 

SCHOLARSHIP

Scholarships Available

This is the time of the year that high school seniors are thinking about what
they want to do after high school. Some may have plans to enter college, and
some may be wondering if their families can afford such plans. Presbyterian
Women of WNC offers scholarships of $1500 each for high school seniors
planning to enroll in a four-year college or university. The scholarship is also
offered to those already in a college or university. Please help pass along the
information they may need to apply for one of the scholarships. 

Complete information, guidelines, and application forms are available at our
website:  https://presbytrywnc.org and click on Presbyterian Women under
ministries. February 15, 2023 is the postmarked deadline for submission of an
application.

Use the button below for a printable bulletin insert you may use to get parents
and students thinking about applications and making plans for the coming
year.

http://hickoryfpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Fall-Gathering-2022-Registration.pdf
https://presbytrywnc.org/


Offer your help in accessing this information and offer to write a letter of
recommendation if you know the student well. What a pleasure to help our
young people prepare for the next phase of life and learning. Let them know
there are resources available through our Presbyterian Women’s organization.

If you have any questions, please contact me at ebarbee@charter.net or 828-
645-6239.

Elizabeth Barbee
Scholarship Facilitator

PRINTABLE SCHOLARSHIP BULLETIN INSERT

GUATEMALA MICROLOAN PROJECT UPDATE: AUGUST 2022

Much is happening with the Guatemala Microloan Project: a new group, two
new part-time temporary ADEHGUA employees for accounting and Formation
support, a project working with the husbands and sons, short and long-range
plans for the past groups, and health and wellness programs. Look for more
information on these at the October 1st PW Fall Gathering at Trinity
Hendersonville; registration is in this newsletter. Also, please consider
arranging a program for your church or PW group; contact Mary Louise
Forsythe at mlbforsythe@gmail.com to schedule.

Mildre talking with some of the women
interested in the Microloan Project

A new microloan group started in
August in Morelia, a small village
outside of Coatepeque, in the Arca de
Noe church that is Banner Elk's sister
church. The new pastor and his wife
(Merari) moved there from Las
Animas where she had participated in
the microloan group, so they bring
experience and encouragement which
will be very beneficial to this new
group. Nine women range in ages
from 24-77 and plan businesses that
include sales of clothing, tortillas,
firewood, and snow cones; a
corn    mill, and raising pigs and
chickens. 

With a new group, prayer partners are needed. Contact Sue Barrett
at suebar@comporium.net.

Below some of the young girls from Morelia are enjoying a slice of watermelon.
This picture is a reminder that when women are strengthened, as with the
Microloan Project, children also benefit.

mailto:ebarbee@charter.net
http://hickoryfpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/bulletin-insert-for-scholarship-promotion-rev2.pdf
mailto:suebar@comporium.net


A portion of a letter from ADEHGUA June 6,2022:

TO SISTERS AND BROTHERS from North Carolina and other regions that
support us,

On behalf of ADEHGUA and the families in the Microloan Project, I want to
express our deepest gratitude for your generosity, your brotherhood, and the
possibilities that you bring to us for our well-being.

We are going through a crisis that has plunged Guatemalan families into harsh
survival situations, a deterioration of basic living conditions, now becoming
precarious, this means such things as: less or no access to health, education,
clothing, even less recreation, and the most worrying thing is poor nutrition,
especially for boys and girls who no longer have the possibilities and capacities
for mental and physical development that are so important in the early stages
of life.

Through the support you provide, you allow us to help women and their
families to have resources to face critical situations, mainly in health, education
and healthy food.

THANK YOU SISTERS AND BROTHERS.

Crisis Help
Provided: On Friday, July
22 a storm with hurricane
force winds damaged
many homes in El
Progreso and Santo
Domingo where we have



microloan projects. The
ADEHGUA staff was on
the scene Saturday
morning checking on
women and their families
and saw that the roof of
Lety’s home was severely
damaged and needed
immediate repair because
the heavy rains continued.
Using funds given by a donor to ADEHGUA for such emergencies, they
purchased the needed sheet metal roofing and that day volunteers installed a
new roof.  

We received this message from Lety: “Please tell everyone involved in my
situation that we are very happy and thankful for the solidarity that you have
brought to us. May God bless all the brothers and sisters.”
We give thanks that truly we are one family in Christ, giving and receiving
blessings from one another.

Microloan Cards Available: Microloan Note Cards (3 notecards/$10) along
with Alternative Giving Cards ($10 minimum donation) will be available at the
Guatemala Microloan Project display at the Presbyterian Women Fall
Gathering on October 1st at Trinity Presbyterian in Hendersonville. Stock up,
as these cards make wonderful gifts year-round. Proceeds from the sale of the
cards provide microloan participants opportunities to grow in self-esteem,
hope, and freedom and to develop sources of economic income for themselves
and their families. To order by mail, contact Sandra Teubner
at steubner@charter.net.

Follow us on Facebook: Guatemala Microloan Project for weekly updates.
For videos, stories and to make donations see our

website: www.GuatemalaMicroloanProject.org

NEWS FROM CLUSTER C

Presbyterian Women gathered in person this spring with Birthday Offering
Events.  In addition to fellowship and food, each had a program of local interest
and support.  Trinity featured a member who is a garden volunteer at
Bullington Gardens, a local resource for students and adults.  Mills River
hosted a program by ABCCM, a program of assistance in Buncombe
County.    Brevard-Davidson River hosted representatives from the Getting
Ahead program sponsored by Transylvania Christian Ministries.  Tryon hosted
Kristen Terlitsky from Black Mountain Home.  The ladies from Brittain PW met
in a members home and shared fellowship and opportunities for giving and
service.   God continues to bless our Presbyterian Women as we return to fulfill
the opportunities of the Presbyterian Women’s Purpose.

Ellie Mercer

mailto:steubner@charter.net
http://www.guatemalamicroloanproject.org/


HOPE CHEST

The Hope Chest is an organization that supports women in our area that are
dealing with cancer treatment. They will be holding their 8th Annual Here's
Hope Fashion Show and Luncheon on October 15 at the Morris Hellenic
Cultural Center from 11am until 2pm. A $400 donation will secure a table for
eight. For more information on the Hope Chest, use the button below.

HOPE CHEST INFORMATION

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

October 1, 2022 - Fall Gathering, Trinity Presbyterian Church,
Hendersonville, NC

November 15, 2022 - Mission Pledge form due to Presbytery PW Treasurer

December 10, 2022 - Thank Offering due to Presbytery PW Treasurer

December 31, 2022 - Faith Fund Applications due to Presbytery PW Treasurer

June 8-11, 2023 - Synod Summer Gathering at Massanetta Conference
Center

August 8-11, 2024 - Churchwide Gathering Of Presbyterian Women in St.
Louis, Missouri

Click on the PW icon to visit the
Presbytery of Western North

Carolina's Presbyterian Women's
page

EMAIL BETH TAYLOR

http://hickoryfpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Hope-chest-information.pdf
mailto:beth@hickoryfpc.org

